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1. Explain the importance of the PSI and why accurate information is critical to later supervision and treatment needs of the offender.
Pre-sentence investigation is the background check of an inmate’s past, that is, their childhood history, type of connections they had with the people, the feelings the community have on an inmate, mental health background check, economic background of an inmate, number of times an inmate is involved in a crime and the severity of the crimes by an inmate.
PSI is very important because it helps a judge decide on whether a convict deserves a lighter sentence or not or whether all that a convict requires is therapy or to be placed in a mental hospital. It also assists the parole officers decide on the extent of supervision they should have on a convict, if a convict is eligible for parole or not, the possibility of recidivism occurring and the feelings of the community when they see a convict on parole. Therefore, the officer doing the background check must be thorough and should interview every single person that has interacted with the convict to capture their views and so that they could give the convict the help they need in their journey to rectifying their mistakes and becoming a better person.
2. Discuss the Wisconsin Risk Assessment and the flaws associated with that instrument.
	The Wisconsin risk assessment is a tool used to determine a problem or a hazard, identify the people who might be affected by the problem and then come up with ways to control or eliminate the problem. The assessment tools ae secretive and may not capture the events that are likely to occur.
3. Identify the qualifications, nature, and work of probation officers vs. parole officers, vs correctional treatment specialists,
A parole officer should have a minimum age of 20 years and must hold a bachelor’s degree in psychology, social work, criminology and other relevant fields. Their work is to assist inmates fit back in the society by offering them guidance and seeking employment for them. They also decide on whether a parolee should go back to jail or not. A probation officer instructs the convicts on what they are expected to do by the court, keeps tabs on the convict’s conditions, provides treatment in mental health and substance abuse and writes reports to the court concerning a convict. The job requires the bachelor’s degree to be a probation officer or a community control officer. The minimum education requirement for a correction treatment specialist is to have Bachelor’s degree in criminal justice, correctional rehabilitation, rehabilitation counselling, psychology or a highly related field. Correctional treatment specialists identify offenders and refer them to appropriate programs and monitor the convict’s progress. Their main aim is to prevent recidivism from occurring.
